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Westeinde 26 Amsterdam

Hotel Atlantic was owned by Jacob Sweering. During the Second World War he tried to 
maintain the function of a hotel with a restaurant for as long as possible. But the German 
occupier obligated him to refuse Jews. He was not willing to cooperate, so he closed the hotel 
to build an extension. The refurbishment helped people without jobs to do some work, that 
way they did not have to work in Germany because of the Arbeitseinsatz.
Not only did Jacob Sweering help those who are unemployed, he also helped people who 
needed a place to hide. On the top floor of the hotel was the bedroom of his son. This small 
room was used to let Jews stay the night, while he arranged a hiding place with one of his 
many acquaintances. Another hiding place was created during the refurbishment. A Jewish 
plasterer created a new ceiling above the restaurant, which contained a hiding place for 
himself and people who had to hide during raids.
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1. Hotel Atlantic

Summary of Hotel Atlantic

The family Sweering bought in the late twenties the buildings 
on the Westeinde. After buying they transformed the houses 
at Westeinde 26-28 to a hotel. Hotel Atlantic was a hotel with 
a restaurant, a pool café, and hotel rooms. In the years before 
the war the owner, Jacob Sweering, transformed the hotel a 
few times. For instance, at the end of the thirties he built a 
conservatory which was an extension of the restaurant.
Because of the well-doing of the family Sweering (Jacob had 
just won the lottery), the war did not directly change a lot for 
the usage of Hotel Atlantic and the family Sweering.  But later, 
the war started to have his impact on the Jewish inhabitants 
of Amsterdam. Jacob did not agree with this suppression of 
the minorities so he joined the resistance.  

Hotel Atlantic was closed for renovation from 1942 till the 
end of the war. This renovation made it not only possible for 
Jews to hide in one of the rooms when they were waiting for a 
proper hiding place, but also for unemployed citizens to hide 
from the ‘Arbeitseinsatz’. As if it was not enough, because of 
the renovation he created a lot of jobs for plasterers, artists, 
and building constructers. Thus, all these people did not even 
have to hide for the raids. But that is not all, in the restaurant 
of Hotel Atlantic the first meetings about the production of 
het Parool took place. Het Parool was an illegal (forbidden 
by the Germans) newspaper which arose during the Second 
World War. 

Figure 1.2 After the warFigure 1.1 Before the war

Figure 1.4 New buildingFigure 1.3 Demolished building

Figure 1.1.3 Demolished
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Figure 2.1 Original building

Figure 2.2 Building with extension

2. Extension
The building period  of the extension started somewhere in 
the middle of 1942 and was an action of resistance against 
the German occupiers who forbid Jacob Sweering to allow 
Jews inside his hotel. He did not want to forbid any minority 
from going somewhere and thus he decided to help the Jews 
and other minorities such as the unemployed inhabitants. 
Because of the extension it was possible to help people to get 
a job (working on the extension), to hide people in one of the 
children’s rooms, and to hide people on top of the new ceiling 
in the main room of the restaurants. Because the Germans 
could not know about the hiding place on top of the ceiling 
there were no proper drawings of the renovation during the 
war. These analysis are based on the book Het Verlaten Hotel, 
written by M. Elias and an interview with her and a family 
member of the old owner of the Hotel, Jacob Sweering.

Extension
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3. Temporary hiding
Hotel Atlantic was used to let jews hide for a night, before 
they could go to another hiding place. The owner of the hotel, 
Jacob Sweering, had a lot of acquaintances where people 
could hide. So he offered a place to hide for one night, while 
he looked for another place for them to hide.
The place these people hid in was the bedroom of the son of 
Jacob, Ronny Sweering. The power of this hiding place was 
the fact that it was the bedroom of a little boy. When Germans 
searched the hotel, Jacob asked them if he had to wake up his 
sleeping son to search his little bedroom, they believed Jacob 
and did not check that room.

When people went into hiding in his bedroom, Ronny would 
sleep with his grandmother. His grandmother then gave him 
a toy indian. Jacob thought of this incase the Germans would 
interrogate Ronny. The little boy would say that he stay with 
his grandmother to get a toy, instead of saying he stayed there 
to let others sleep in his own bed.

Figure 3.2 Street view

Figure 3.1 isometric view

Under construction
Ronny’s room

Summary of Hotel Atlantic
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Figure 3.5 Hiding place of Jews

Figure 3.4 Arrival of Jews

Figure 3.3 3D section

3. Temporary hiding
The space of the hiding space is much smaller than the entire 
hotel. It is one of the smallest rooms. During the day they 
entered the hotel through the restaurant and could also use 
the second and third floor. During the night the people could 
only stay in the little room.

Summary of Hotel Atlantic
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4. Permanent hiding
The lowered ceiling that is constructed during the 
refurbishment were meant for more than to decorate the 
restaurant on the ground floor. Above this ceiling was a space 
where mister Van Halm lived. Van Halm was a plasterer 
with big projects before the war. He has worked for the royal 
family. When the war came to the Netherlands, his career 
came to an end. His religion, Judaism, prevented him from 
keep doing his job.
Section AA shows the space that Van Halm had to hide from 
the German occupier. The other section shows the hatch that 
enabled access to the space on top of the ceiling. Van Halm 
actually made his own hiding place during the war, when 
Germans came to check the hotel for the arbeitseinsatz he 
quickly hid. This translation from a Dutch book describes 

this situation: „The doorbell rang, quickly Van Halm puts a 
ladder against the wall in the adjoining room. He opens an 
invisible hatch at the top of the wall. Now you can see the 
space of about a meter high between the old and new ceiling. 
Quickly mister van Halm crawls on his ceiling.” Verlaten 
hotel page 195
This hiding place was not only for mister Van Halm. Jacob 
Sweering had good connections that told him when raids 
would take place. On some days and nights when these 
raids would take place in Amsterdam about thirty people 
without jobs hid on top of the ceiling. The German occupier 
wanted to let them work in Germany, this was because of the 
Arbeitseinsatz.

Figure 4.1 Section AA 1:200 Figure 4.2 Section BB 1:200

Section BB
Hiding place

Summary of Hotel Atlantic
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Figure 4.2 Section BB 1:200 Figure 4.5 During day Figure 4.6 Night and during raids

Figure 4.3 Section Figure 4.4 Hotel

4. Permanent hiding
These four sections show the reduction of space mister Van 
Halm had to deal with. During the day he could stay in the 
rooms on the ground floor to work on the ceiling. In the Dutch 
book parts are written where he even ate with the family in 
the private kitchen on the second floor. So he was almost part 
of the family.
During raids and at night the space Van Halm had was 
reduced to the small space on top of his newly made ceiling.

Summary of Hotel Atlantic


